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What’s The Deal With the… 

‘Friends oF Yellow Point’  

Scholarship Fund?  
 

 While we didn’t get a 
photo of the actual awarding 
event this year due to the 
recipient’s schedules, Pieta 
and Lynda (left and right) 
are still involved and Kailey 
and Dylan (the two ‘less tall’ 
people) still work here, so I 
figure that this file photo is 
still fairly representative. 

 Kailey and Dylan are holding the plaque that is 
on the wall by the washrooms downstairs on the way to 
the rumpus room and shows the over 100 lucky recipi-
ents of this tremendous award since Jan Keen in 1990.  
 Technically, I shouldn't call it the ‘Friends of 
Yellow Point’ award since they are no longer a regis-
tered society, but instead a few of the longest serving 
‘FOYPS’, as they were lovingly known, have stayed on 
and kept the scholarship award program alive.  
 They accept applications in the fall from our 
staff members who are enrolled in post-secondary edu-
cation and typically grant several awards of up to 
$1,000 each, which is a very significant contribution to 
a young students budget.  
 There is another group of 
guest who come in August who put on 
a talent show (participants shown)  
and donate all the proceeds to the 
scholarship fund. That is a fun night.  
 The fund was started after my Dad left $5,000 
to the then Society, in his will and they decided that 
starting the scholarship program with it was the best 
use of the funds. It has grown considerably since then.  
 While this is not a fundraising pitch, anybody 
who wishes to contribute may do so at the office. We 
can’t issue a tax receipt, since it is not a registered 
charity, but the money does go to a good cause.  
 Our heartfelt thanks go out to the dedicated for-
mer ‘FOYPs’ who are keeping the fund alive and the 
guests who contribute to the education of our youth.      

Forging Cautiously into the Future…. 

The Return of Saturday Night 

Dances & Libations! 
 Yes, it has been a long 
haul to date, indeed. As any-
body who has read our newslet-
ter or looked at our website or 
Facebook page over the last 
three years knows, we tried to 
take a cautious, yet reasonable 
approach to the whole ’C*v!d’ 

thing in order to keep everybody as safe as possible.    However, reasonable also means within reason. 
Any of you who read the last issue of this newsletter 
will know that we planned on waiting to return to the 
more crowded activities of serving libations and danc-
ing until we had seen what transpired over the Winter 
as far as ‘flu season’, covid spikes and hospitalizations 
and all that bothersome stuff went.  
 In our judgement, the infection numbers seem 
to be staying in line and our society’s recent relaxations 
of precautions and return to pretty much ‘normal’ have-
n’t raised the threat level or precipitated a return to the 
locked down way of life to any significant degree.  
 So, using the same judgement and prudence that 
guided our decisions for the last few years, we have 
decided that on the night of Saturday, March 18th, we 
will be serving our traditional wine and cheese service 
in the main lounge at 6:30 and after dinner will be 
striking up the band, (name pending, as always) and 
inviting anybody who is comfortable to try their hand, 
and feet, at winning the highly coveted ‘Yellow Point 
Lodge Dance Champion’ trophy.  
 I still have a whole lot of these 
upstairs from when I bought the last 
batch in early 2020, so it’ll be nice to 
have the extra space in the office.  

 So, if you’re reading this in 
April, on a Sunday, it will not be news to 

you. However, if you’re here at all, it 
means we are finally looking at the other end of this 
whole crazy thing. We wouldn’t still be here without 
all of you so I think it’s time for a drink and a party!  

Actual band not exactly 
as shown 
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...And, What’s the Deal with the ...   

Electric Vehicle  
Charging Station?  

 

 Well, this whole 
‘electricity powered auto-
mobile charging station’ 
thing is pretty new, so you 
can’t blame Ron and I for 
thinking it was a payphone. 

 Basically, there are more and more ’E.V.’s on 
the road these days, (I actually have an electric motorcycle; 

cool!) and more and more people were plugging them to 
the cabins, sometimes four or five on one of the rustic 
cabin circuits, which aren’t really designed for that kind 
of load. Since we don’t give out our lawnmower gas to 
all the people with regular cars, we didn’t think the free 
fill up was too fair, either. So along with the generous 
financial assistance of a ‘pro E.V.’ guest, Glynne, we 
installed a two-head charger in the parking lot.  
 The easiest way to access the system is through 
the ’Flo’ network. It’s what most of the stations in Vic-
toria operate on and is quite popular. Their free ’app’ is 
available from the Apple or Android stores, and you can 
get more information here: https://www.flo.com/en-ca/
products/software/flo-mobile-app/ 
 After you get signed up, you look for the 
‘Yellow Point Lodge’ location on your map, select 
whichever one of the two charging heads you’re hooked 
up to and away you go. The charge is $1.00 per hour 
and you get a roughly 8 Kwh charging current, which is 
fairly standard and a pretty good charge. Most people 
with electric vehicles know all this stuff anyway, but 
inquiring minds wanted to know.  
 Since they went in in September, we have logged 
nearly 200 hours of charging, so that’s a lot of gas and 
diesel that hasn’t been burnt.  
 

To Fulfil a Family Duty… 

No Easter Egg Hunt This Year.  
 

 I can hear the questions now, 
“What does family duty have to do with 
no egg hunt?” Well, Millie, who dedi-
cated her life to the place and passed 
away a few years ago was from Scot-
land and we’re going to take some of 
her ashes back to her old family farm 
to complete her journey. The way my 
schedule and our bookings played out, 

we have to leave on Sunday, April 10th, which is Easter 
Sunday this year. Please rest assured that the Saturday 

decorating contest is still on. My apologies for the date.   

A Regular Feature, This is Our…. 

Ongoing Project update 
 

 In our last issue, I outlined all the projects we had 
planned for our big Winter maintenance shutdown week 
and caveated the whole thing with the fact that the newslet-
ter was actually written before the actual week, so as usual, 
I didn’t really know what was going on.  
 However, things went pretty smoothly and the two 
jobs that were delayed, being the installation of the glass 
panel fire door at the kitchen stairs and the inspection and 
maintenance of our high-tech wastewater treatment plant, 
have been completed as of press time. Yes, the party was 
also actually very fun, so pretty much every task that was 
planned in the last issue has now been completed.  

 The current projects in the 
works at the moment, (mentioned last 

issue) are the replacement of all the 
stoves and ovens in the kitchen and 
the replacement of the big drain valve 
at the bottom of the pool.  
 The pool valve should be done 
in March or April and the kitchen 
equipment should all be up and run-
ning, hopefully (but probably not), 

before the May long weekend.  
 Both these projects require a 
fair amount of planning and logistics 
and our guests may have to prepare for 
a small degree of inconvenience, say if 
you were planning on jumping into the 
pool while it’s empty so we can change 
the valve or if the sight of a commer-
cial cooking range rolling through the lounge would be trau-
matic, disturbing or bring back bad memories.  
 Of course we will do our utmost to keep the disturb-
ance and inconvenience to a minimum and we’re certainly 
not choosing any dates based on who’s here and who we 
want to bother with the installations or anything like that. 
We will be trying to get both jobs done as quickly and 
smoothly as possible and I apologize in advance for any in-
convenience.  
 Hopefully not the inconvenience of having to feature 
‘intermittent fasting’ as a meal option because one of the 
new stoves is wedged into the dining room door frame and 
won’t budge, but you never know around here, believe me.  
 Both of these projects are necessary and again, be-
lieve me, it is far better to get them done ahead of time ra-
ther than waiting for the pool valve to fail or the big range 
to quit on us, now that parts for the 30+ year old units are 
difficult or impossible to come by.  
 So with planning, coordination and hopefully not 
too much understanding and patience on your part, we can 
continue our upgrades and improvements. The kitchen staff 
will love the new gear, so it’s worth the trouble just for that! 

Last year’s ‘covid 
ready’ officials 

The Mighty Vulcan 
72SC-6B-36G-P 



Forging Polymerically into the Future?  

Plastic Adirondack Chairs? 
 

 I can hear the gasps of in-
credulity now, as it probably 
would have been me doing the 
gasping a year ago at the idea of  
recycled plastic chairs here in-
stead of authentic wooden ones.  
 However, they are made 
from recycled and used plastic, 
that isn’t going into the landfill, 
and not living, breathing trees that 

are busily slurping up carbon dioxide from the at-
mosphere and making oxygen for our grandchil-
dren, and our grandchildren’s grandchildren.  
 Plus, they are comfortable and durable. 
They also don’t deteriorate in the weather, so they 
always look good.  
 The main feature, however is that they 
don’t require any sanding and painting and don’t 
look neglected while they are waiting for said 
maintenance.  
 This leaves our maintenance crew with 
more time to focus on the seats that do require at-
tention, which are the memorial chairs and 
loveseats donated by guests in the names of their 
departed loved ones. These are the chairs that real-
ly need the attention and if the crew has to make 
time to sand and finish 40 ‘regular’ chairs in addi-
tion to the noteworthy memorial chairs, they are all 
going to look like they need maintenance longer 
and we don’t want someone’s commemorative 
chair or loveseat to look neglected, now do we?   
 While I’m on the topic, there are about five 
people who have orders in for loveseats where we 
have the plaques, but the seat has not arrived yet.  
As we all know, it became very tricky to find peo-
ple and get things done last year and my poor bud-
dy who makes the seats, Lance, was run off his feet 
with projects that needed to be done ‘now’.  
 According to Lance, he has a new fella 
working in his shop and they should be able to pro-
duce the back ordered chairs, hopefully this Spring, 
but hopefully not the same week that the new pool 
valve is being installed, because Lance is working 
on that, too.  
 So fear not. This is not the start of ‘plastic 
everything’ or pre-recorded bird sounds in the for-
est or food served in squeeze tubes or robot vacu-
ums or any of that stuff. We’re going to save some 
trees, reduce some waste (more on that, next issue!) 
and free up some time for our maintenance crew to 
pay more attention to your memorial seating dona-
tions.        Mind you, a robot lawnmower, hmmm... 
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 Right Where You’d Expect it, it’s your... 

Old Timey Photograph(s) 
 

...and not much room for writing! I thought we’d carry on with 
the ’pool’ theme, after the piece about the valve project. This 
is the gang in the 1960’s cleaning it the old way with brooms. 

That’s me, the 
kid in the fore-
ground rinsing 
the algae out of 
the cracks. 
Now we use 
pressure wash-
ers, but it’s the 
same idea; 
close the valve 
when it’s al-
most empty, let 
the tide drop to 
it’s lowest and 
then open the 
valve and flush 
it all out in one 
big swoosh.  

 This is regular guest 
and friend of Dad’s, Sanford 
Woodside horsing around with 
some of the big rocks during 
the building of the pool in 
1953. Dad did the project with 
himself and 11 women and 
used to joke around and call 
himself “the Father of Wom-
en’s Lib” back in the day. They 
added an extra year to the pro-
ject by putting the stone facing 
on the outside of the wall, but 
it was certainly worth it. I still 
see Sanford and Pat’s children 
occasionally. He helped around 
the lodge during WWII.  

Building the 
pool, 1953. 
It’s a wall on 
the outside, a 
wall on the 
inside, rocks 
and fill in the 
middle and a 
concrete cap 
on top; done.  

Said Chairs, in 
my trailer. 



 

New Guest Information:  
 

....on reserving and re-booking.   

 

Re-Booking Your Room: In order  to suppor t as many 
of our guests who wish to be regular guests as possible, 
our reservation system only works for a period of one 
year in advance of today’s date. So if you want to come 
at the same time, year to year ( for whatever reason, and 
we hope you do) you can, because nobody can book 14 
months ahead, and take your spot.   
 
Getting Your Own Reservation:  We have tr ied, and it 
is nearly impossible to maintain a regular ‘Waiting List’ 
because there are too many different dates, accommoda-
tion types and combinations of the two.  
 If you’re in someone else’s spot (ie: holding a 
friend’s reservation for them) we will be re-booking the 
spot for them, but you can ask them to put a ‘would like 
another reservation’ request on their booking, so if we get 
a cancellation, we call them and can get you in.  
 If you call the office and we don’t have the room 
you’d like, its suggested that you book whatever we have 
and ask that a ‘would like upgrade’ be noted. If a better 
room comes available, you’ll have a chance at it, depend-
ing on who requested an upgrade first.  
 Try calling us two weeks ahead of your preferred 
date, that is when lots of  people cancel because they can 
still get their deposits refunded if they give us that much 
notice.  
 Don’t forget to check the website for our ’post it 
note’ vacancy page, at yellowpointlodge.com and keep 
your eye on our Facebook page, as well.   
  
 

...and on more general policies.  

 

Cellphones and Laptops: are fine anywhere except, at 
the request of a lot of guests, in the main lounge and din-
ing room. The lobby is fine, and the downstairs lounge is 
encouraged.  However ‘E-readers’ and ‘tablets’ are okay 
in the big, main room (they’re more discrete) . We don’t have 
wi-fi, and probably never will.  
 

Drinking in the Hot Tub: is a big health and safety 
risk, and, I’m afraid has to be on our ‘strictly prohibited’ 
list. This is for everyone’s well being. Please enjoy  bev-
erages before of after, but not during your visit to the hot 
tub.  It’s not licensed down there, anyway.  
 

Really general policies: are probably defined as ‘the 
Golden Rule’. We don’t have a ton of specific rules 
around here, (exception: above) and since we seem to at-
tract a fairly well behaved, top quality group of guests, 
rules and regulations are seldom an issue.  We like people 
to have all the fun they want (hence the sprung dance 
floor) but not at the expense of the other guests ability to 
relax and enjoy themselves.  

 

F.A.Q.  
 

...frequently avoided questions 

 

 
How come I can’t bring my own wine  

into the lounge or dining room?  
 
 Basically, it’s because we have a liquor licence. 
We are permitted to sell alcoholic beverages to our 
guests for their enjoyment in our public areas, but if you 
wish to furnish your own drinks, they’ll have to be en-
joyed in the comfort, or Spartan surroundings, of your 
room or cabin. We are not participating in the ‘corkage’ 
program, due to the difficulty of monitoring and the fact 
that our liquor pricing ‘mark-up’ policy is very modest. 
 

Why are you so particular about what  
my special diet is?  

 

 Firstly, if you have a serious allergy or medical 
condition, we want to make absolutely certain that we get 
it right. Secondly, one way that we maintain our fairly 
reasonable rates is by serving our meals ‘banquet’ or 
‘boy scout camp’ style. If you have a serious dietary con-
dition or are a committed vegetarian, for example, our 
staff will do everything possible to accommodate you. 
On the other hand, if your diet is optional, or a preference 
it makes it a lot harder on the kitchen. The bottom line is: 
if you’ve told us you don’t eat pork, then order bacon, we 
will gently ask you to reconsider your dietary request. 
 

 What’s the deal with live music here?  
 

 The owner of the lodge, Richard Hill (me) played 
a lot of music earlier in life and has some talented neigh-
bourhood friends. On most Friday nights there is an in-
formal ‘acoustic jam’ in the Rupus Room and, on Satur-
days at 9:00 a swinging, vintage styled, rock ‘n’ roll 
dance party (complete with trophy) in the main lounge 
(always done by 11:00).  However, sometimes my friends 
have an ’off site’ gig with their Beatles tribute band, so I 
try to book Jo Deslippe for ‘Jazz Monkey’ but there is no 
guarantee.  On any day of the week, any guest who enter-
tains the other guests with any form of musical talent, 
will receive at least one complimentary beverage. I al-
ways said “ If I ever get to be the boss, I’m going to give 
the band free drinks!” 
 

Do you mind if  I feed the dogs?  
 

  Since two out of the three dogs are not large, and 
the big one is a muffin hound, we kindly request that, no 
matter how ‘persuasive’ (ie: mooch-happy little bums) 
they are, please don’t ever feed the dogs even the tiniest 
little bite. They really add up, (one little bite X 95 guests 
= puppy cardiac) and most of the snacks that they would 
mooch off of you are not healthy for them, at all. They 
get fed plenty at home, no matter what they tell you.  


